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dom Monument, that human chain found its
center. You showed the peoples of the world
the power of the Baltic way.

Now today, | stand with you here. And
on behalf of all Americans, | proudly take
a place in that unbroken chain for freedom.
The chain stretches back to your grand-
parents exiled to the wastelands of Siberia,
many never to return; back to your fathers,
men who took to the forests to resist the oc-
cupying troops; and to you, who took up their
cause, stood vigil over the bonfires of liberty,
and sang the songs of independence; and to
those in all generations who gave their very
lives for freedom. Vabadus. Laisves. Briviba.
Freedom. No matter what the language, it
is the link that unites the peoples of our na-
tion: Estonian, Lithuanian, Latvian, and
American, no matter the century, no matter
the invader. You have proved that freedom
never dies when it lives in the hearts of men
and women. You have taught us never to give
up. You have inspired the world. And Amer-
ica has kept faith with you. For 50 years we
refused to recognize the occupation of your
nation. Your flag flew in our capital. Many
of your countrymen and women sought ref-
uge on our shores. Now some have returned
to serve their homelands, while others re-
main to keep your spirit alive all across Amer-
ica. The chain that binds our nations is un-
breakable.

We marvel at your strength and your re-
born independence. But we know also that
many of you face hardship and uncertainty
in your daily lives, for the path of reform
is not always smooth. Yet America calls on
you to hold fast to that path, to seize this
moment of renewal, to redeem the struggles
of your ancestors, to extend the chain of free-
dom so that it reaches across generations to
your children and beyond.

And as you return to Europe’s fold, we
will stand with you. We will help you. We
will help you to restore your land, to bring
new markets to light, to find prosperity for
all your people. And we will rejoice with you
when the last of the foreign troops vanish
from your homelands. We will be partners
for peace. Our soldiers, the new Baltic battal-
ion among them, will join together to bring
security to a new Europe. We will be part-
ners so that your nation can be forever free.
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I come from a nation of people drawn
from all around the world, a nation of many,
many peoples who once were bitter enemies,
but who now live together as friends. In your
homeland, as in America, there will always
live among you people of different back-
grounds. Today | appeal to you to summon
what my Nation’s greatest healer, Abraham
Lincoln, called “the better angels of our na-
ture,” to never deny to others the justice and
equality you fought so hard for and earned
for yourselves. For freedom without toler-
ance is freedom unfulfilled.

The shining figure of liberty stands guard
here today, and the spirit of your peoples
fills the air and brings joy to our hearts. We
hear the songs of freedom that have echoed
across the centuries. We see the flames that
lit your way to independence. We feel the
courage that will keep the chain of freedom
alive.

May the memories of this day linger. May
the spirit of the Baltic souls soar. May the
strong sense of freedom never fade. So, in
the name of the free people of the United
States of America, | say to the free people
of the Baltic nations: Let freedom ring.
Vabadus. Laisves. Briviba. Freedom.

NoTe: The President spoke at approximately 2:45
p.m. in Freedom Square. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.
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President Clinton. Thank you very much,
Mr. President. Let me say again how de-
lighted I am to be here with my party and
with my family in Poland.

We had, from my point of view, a very
satisfactory discussion about what we could
do together to strengthen Poland in terms
of its economic future and its political and
security future and about what we could do
to continue to integrate the democracies, the
new democracies in Central and Eastern Eu-
rope into a broader Europe. | think they feel
a great solidarity with the people of Poland
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in their common efforts to now make free-
dom work.

President Walesa opened his remarks with
a statement that I think may be well-known
in Poland but perhaps not so much in the
United States. He said Poland’s future need-
ed more American generals, starting with
General Motors and General Electric.
[Laughter] And we talked about what we
could do to continue the process of economic
reform—after all, Poland had a 4 percent
growth rate last year, a very impressive rate
of growth—but also to spread the benefits
of that reform to the people who are still
unemployed and who are having a hard time,
not only to ease the pain of this economic
transition for them but to raise a better
promise for the future.

We also talked about the security future
of Poland. And let me just say that the most
important thing for the present is that we
are having the first Partnership For Peace
military exercises in Poland in September.
The United States and our NATO allies are
very excited about that and deeply impressed
that Poland led the way to 21 nations joining
the Partnership For Peace. That is the begin-
ning of a process that will not only eventually
lead to an expansion of NATO but much
more importantly gives us a chance to have
a secure and unified Europe in which, for
the first time, all nation states really do re-
spect the territorial integrity of one another.
And both these developments, the economic
developments and the security develop-
ments, are due in no small part to the stead-
fast and courageous leadership that President
Walesa has displayed for so many years.

I thank him for that, and | thank him for
the opportunity to make these few remarks.

President Walesa. | wish to thank Presi-
dent Clinton for coming to our country. |
wish to thank him for the initiatives which
we welcome with great satisfaction.

America, as | said at the beginning of my
remarks, always held a certain promise for
Poland and other countries of the region, but
this hope was in a different context. Today,
the hope consists in the generals 1 men-
tioned, if we could get the American gen-
erals, the generals | meant, General Motors
and General Electric. Certain proposals have
been set to encourage the generals to come
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our way, to make full use of the potential
that we have. I think after supper we'll find
solutions to all the problems.

NATO Membership and Assistance to
Poland

Q. Two questions to President Clinton.
Mr. President, after Poland has become the
most active partner for peace, it's time to
start working out some concrete timetable of
the Polish NATO journey. Do you agree with
the idea? And the second question is we can
observe—[inaudible]—that to refer to the
Central and Eastern European countries
started to go more and more slowly. Does
the United States plan to provide some eco-
nomical, financial support to stop this nega-
tive tendency—T inaudible]—to accelerate
once again?

Thank you.

President Clinton. First of all, with re-
gard to your first question, | have always stat-
ed my support for the idea that NATO will
expand. But NATO is a partnership of many
nations. | asked the NATO partnership to
embrace, first, the Partnership For Peace, so
that we would have a way of reaching out
to all the nonmember democracies in Eu-
rope. | did that as a first step toward expan-
sion of NATO but also because, in my mind,
| wanted to see whether there was a real feel-
ing that Europe could be united and that
these countries could each pledge to respect
one another’s borders.

I must tell you that | was surprised that
21 nations, including Sweden and Finland,
two formerly neutral countries, asked to be
a part of it. So it is taking on a life of, vitality
of its own which should not be underesti-
mated. And now what we have to do is to
get the NATO partners together and to dis-
cuss what the next steps should be. Since that
has not been done, | can't really say more
about it, because it is a joint decision which
has to be made, except to say that | believe
that NATO will be expanded, and | believe
everyone is impressed by the leadership
which Poland has shown.

The answer to your second question is yes,
the United States should and will do more
to help sustain the process of reform here
in Poland and elsewhere, and to help to ease
the transition for the people who have still
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not found jobs and who still have problems
with their incomes.

As President Walesa said in our meeting,
many people in Poland who are unemployed
are unemployed not because there is over-
production in Poland but because the transi-
tion from a Communist-controlled economy
to a free market economy has not been com-
pleted where they live. We have some experi-
ence in dealing with those problems, even
though they are problems everywhere, in-
cluding the United States. And | think we
must do more to help, and we will.

Russia

Q. Mr. President, I'm wondering—a ques-
tion for both of you, sir. I'm wondering about
President Walesa’s lingering concerns about
Russia, and I'm wondering what you have
told him to ease those concerns.

President Clinton. Only he can answer
the first part of the question. But | will say
that from my point of view, we are in better
shape now than we were a few months ago.
Russia has agreed to join the Partnership For
Peace and, therefore, to accept the integrity
of its neighbor’s borders, the prospect of joint
exercises here in Poland and in other coun-
tries, and the premise that NATO will ex-
pand. At the same time, Russia has brought
its deficit down, its inflation rate down, and
continues to privatize its economy.

So, in an uncertain world, | think we are
doing about as well as we can in moving
things in the right direction. And | feel that
we are moving in the direction that will maxi-
mize the chances of reform and democracy
staying alive in all these countries.

President Walesa. Mr. President, my ap-
prehensions amount to 40 percent and my
hopes amount to the other 60. If the United
States continues to extend its assurances of
stability and security in this region of the
world, the proportions will change. As for
today, we should say that the United States
did provide the proper assurances, and the
proportion of hopes keeps expanding all the
time. Russia, a democratic state, is a free-
market economy, is a partner for everyone.

NoTe: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. at the
Presidential Palace. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.
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Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by
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President and Mrs. Walesa, ladies and gen-
tlemen, it is a tremendous honor for me and
for our party of Americans and for my family
to be here with you in Poland. In this short
time, we have felt already your hospitality
and friendship. And we see that, just as you
rebuilt this wonderful city after World War
11, you are now rebuilding this magnificent
country after communism. You have en-
shrined freedom and democracy, and after
a difficult beginning, you have achieved a
high rate of economic growth. These are trib-
utes to both your people and your leaders.

Mr. President, your personal struggle ever
since the events in Gdansk more than a dec-
ade ago have inspired people everywhere in
the world. In a very real sense, Poland is the
birthplace of the new Europe. And in so
many ways, you are the father of that won-
derful child.

You and many other of your countrymen
and women have proved that individual acts
of courage can change the world. And in a
time when ordinary people all over the world
feel helpless in the face of forces shaping and
changing their lives, you have proved that or-
dinary working people can transform their
own lives.

Poland has the moral support of all the
American people but of two groups, espe-
cially: first, the millions of Polish-Americans
who share your heritage and the love of your
soil and your history and, second, the mem-
bers of the American labor movement who
have supported your struggle from the begin-
ning. And | might say, we are especially glad
tonight to have the leader of our labor move-
ment who has been your supporter from the
beginning, Mr. Lane Kirkland, with us. Wel-
come, sir.

As you said, Mr. President, it is now for
us to build on what has been done. In Poland,
that means a stronger economy and greater
security and more concern for those who
have been left behind. We know the path
of reform is difficult, and special steps must
be taken to help those who have not yet seen
its benefits. Beyond Poland, it means build-
ing a truly united Europe, a Europe united



